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Case	  Study:	  ICPSR	  
•  The	  “Inter-­‐university	  Consor:um	  for	  Poli:cal	  and	  Social	  Research”	  
•  Hosted	  by	  the	  Ins:tute	  for	  Social	  Research	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Michigan	  
•  One	  of	  the	  world’s	  oldest	  and	  largest	  social	  science	  data	  archives,	  est.	  1962	  
•  Distributed	  data	  on	  punch	  cards,	  then	  on	  reel-­‐to-­‐reel	  tape,	  now	  on	  the	  web	  
•  Explore:	  hVp://www.icpsr.umich.edu	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Membership	   ~700	  member	  ins:tu:ons	  worldwide.	  
Holdings	   ~7000	  studies,	  consis:ng	  of	  ~65,000	  datasets,	  
consis:ng	  in	  turn	  of	  ~550,000	  files.	  
Downloads	   ~612,500	  dataset	  downloads	  last	  year.	  
Users	   ~19,800	  ac:ve	  user	  accounts.	  	  	  




How	  ICPSR	  Helps	  Social	  Science	  
ICPSR’s	  data	  repository	  enables	  social	  scien:sts,	  as	  users,	  to:	  
•  Explore,	  understand,	  evaluate	  original	  findings	  in	  detail	  
•  Replicate	  
•  Extend	  original	  findings	  with	  secondary	  analyses	  
And,	  as	  depositors,	  to:	  
•  Offload	  the	  ongoing	  task	  of	  preserving	  data	  accessibility	  
•  Protect	  it	  from	  damage,	  loss,	  obsolescence	  
•  Offload	  user	  support	  











• Available on the Web
• Catalogued on the Web
• Announced on Website and by
email to user groups
in long-term storageTransmitted by an
Investigator via:
• Post,
• Electronic mail, or
































ICPSR:	  Outsider’s	  View	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The	  ICPSR	  Portal	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Access	  to	  a	  Data	  CollecOon	  
Guidelines	  for	  Depositors	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1.  An:cipate	  archiving	  costs	  and	  challenges	  
2.  Create	  a	  data	  management	  plan	  
3.  Follow	  best	  prac:ces	  for	  data	  and	  documenta:on	  
4.  Manage	  master	  datasets	  and	  work	  files	  
5.  Determine	  file	  formats	  to	  deposit	  
6.  Comply	  with	  dissemina:on	  standards	  and	  formats	  
7.  Set	  up	  support	  for	  data	  users	  
ICPSR:	  Insider’s	  View	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input	   output	  
Owner	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Deeper	  Levels	  of	  Detail	  
Using	  the	  Workflow	  to	  Organize	  Resources	  
Step	  1:	  IdenOfy	  Data	  CollecOon	  
14	  
Step	  2:	  Deposit	  Study	  Material	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Step	  3:	  Review	  and	  Plan	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Step	  4:	  Build	  Data	  Set	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Step	  5:	  Build	  Study	  DescripOon	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Step	  6:	  Build	  Document	  Set	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Step	  7:	  Assemble,	  Review,	  Turn	  Over	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Step	  8:	  Release	  the	  Study	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Step	  9:	  Announce	  the	  Study	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Step	  10:	  Prepare	  for	  Online	  Analysis	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Step	  11:	  Release	  for	  Online	  Analysis	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Step	  12:	  Access	  the	  Study	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About	  ICPSR’s	  Workflow	  
•  Two	  Pipelines:	  one	  for	  input	  (Deposits)	  and	  one	  
for	  output	  (Studies).	  	  Typically	  1	  Deposit	  à	  1	  
Study,	  but	  oeen	  mà1,	  1àn,	  or	  even	  màn.	  
•  Processing:	  ICPSR	  devotes	  significant	  effort	  to	  
build	  packages	  for	  dissemina:on	  and	  archiving	  
from	  deposits.	  
•  Storage:	  ICPSR	  maintains	  separate	  Ingest	  Storage,	  
Archival	  Storage	  and	  Dissemina:on	  Storage.	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Typical	  Repository	  Design	  Decisions	  
•  Primary	  focus	  of	  effort:	  	  delivery	  or	  preserva:on?	  
–  Shall	  we	  make	  the	  deposit	  available	  for	  access	  as	  quickly	  as	  possible,	  and	  then	  
prep	  it	  for	  preserva:on?	  	  Or	  preserve	  it	  first,	  then	  open	  up	  access?	  
•  Design	  priority:	  ease	  of	  deposit,	  ease	  of	  preserva:on,	  or	  ease	  of	  
delivery?	  
–  Requirements	  for	  acceptance:	  narrow	  and	  rigid,	  or	  wide	  and	  flexible?	  
–  Shall	  we	  accept	  only	  certain	  formats?	  	  Certain	  types	  of	  content?	  
–  What	  metadata	  do	  we	  accept?	  	  What	  metadata	  do	  we	  require?	  
•  Preserva:on	  commitment:	  bitstream	  or	  intellectual	  content?	  
–  What	  do	  we	  do	  with	  holdings	  when	  their	  data	  format	  becomes	  obsolete?	  
•  Who	  can	  deposit	  data?	  	  
–  Anyone?	  	  Or	  only	  certain	  qualified	  contributors?	  
•  Who	  can	  access	  data?	  	  Can	  anyone	  access	  everything?	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